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Produce sales �nally in full swing
By: Colin Slark
Posted: 08/10/2019 3:00 AM

While some vegetable growers had a slow start to this season’s produce sales due to dry

conditions in Westman, vegetables have returned to local farmers’ markets and vendors.
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At Brown Sugar Produce, the mother-daughter team of Stephanie Dillon and Teri Jenkins

has been very busy this summer.

The pair sell fresh produce and �owers from their respective farms every Friday from 10

a.m. until 2 p.m. out of a trailer they set up in the parking lot of Lady of the Lake.

They also sell some produce from other vendors, such as cherries from B.C. and sweet

corn from Covenant Growers in Winkler.

By 1 p.m. Friday, the sweet corn was completely sold out, to the dismay of some

customers who had come looking.

Of sentimental value to Jenkins are the gladiolas Brown Sugar sometimes sells, with the

original peach-coloured �owers having been planted by her grandmother.

"We grow them out every year, and they make me think of her," Jenkins said.
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They also sell veggies through their community-shared agriculture program, where

subscribers get to pick up weekly bags of fresh produce in eight-, 16- or 24-week terms.

The program is so popular that there are more than 100 people on the waiting list.

With the dry weather last year, Jenkins said last year was not a very pro�table one for

her business.

Jenkins said she learned from last year’s dry conditions and installed drip irrigation to

more e�ciently water her plants using the water they have on hand.

Instead of using sprinklers that indiscriminately water everything in an area, including

weeds, the irrigation hoses deliver water directly to her crops.

"It’s basically a tape that has little holes in it and lets out just a slow drip of water so the

ground absorbs it," she said.

"We were getting an inch of rain a week until mid-July, and then it just stopped. We’ve

been about three weeks without rain now, but we’ve been irrigating, and things are

established."

Brown Sugar Produce will be at Lady of the Lake every Friday until Sept. 27.

Last month, The Sun reported that the Brandon Farmer’s Market has had fewer produce

options available for sale this year because of the dry weather.

However, on Friday, market co-ordinator Jeanette Ens’ booth had a healthy supply of

beans, squashes, cucumbers, potatoes and more available for sale. Ens said produce

vendors are able to come with more veggies at this point.

"Now a lot of the produce is starting to produce a lot," Ens said. "A lot of variety is

coming to the market now."

Ens said mornings and evenings are the best time to harvest produce during the current

weather.

In order to conserve water, Ens said she’s taken to reusing the water she washes her

picked veggies with to water some of the crops on her farm.

» cslark@brandonsun.com



8/11/2019 Produce sales finally in full swing - Brandon Sun

https://www.brandonsun.com/local/produce-sales-finally-in-full-swing-531589181.html 4/4

» Twitter: @ColinSlark
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